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Address by Mr. Keith Brandt  

Chairman, International Chamber of Commerce – Hong Kong 

at the Opening Ceremony of 

the ICC International Commercial Mediation Competition – Hong Kong 

Monday, 24 November 2025, CityU HK Tech 300 Co-Working Space,  

United Centre, Admiralty, Hong Kong 
 
  

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Coaches, and 

Participants, 

 

Good morning and a very warm welcome on behalf of the International Chamber 

of Commerce Hong Kong, to the ICC-HK International Commercial Mediation 

Competition 2025. It is an honor and a privilege to stand before you today as we 

commence what promises to be an inspiring and educational event. 

 

This year, we celebrate a truly remarkable assembly of talent with 42 teams 

joining us from across the globe. These teams represent some of the brightest 

minds, future leaders, and advocates in the field of dispute resolution. Your 

presence here today not only underscores your commitment to mastering 

mediation as a tool for resolving disputes but also highlights the importance the 

global community places on this vital practice. 

 

The ICC has been at the forefront of promoting international trade and commerce 

by supporting effective dispute resolution mechanisms. Mediation stands out as a 

particularly powerful means within the ICC framework — one that offers parties 

a collaborative, flexible, and timely way to resolve differences while preserving 

commercial relationships. In today’s fast-paced and interconnected world, 

disputes are inevitable, but mediation offers a constructive pathway to avoid the 

prolonged costs, uncertainties, and adversarial nature of litigation and 

arbitration. 
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Our competition is designed to equip you, the next generation of advocates and 

mediators, with essential skills: active listening, impartiality, creativity, and 

above all, the spirit of cooperation and problem-solving. These are skills not only 

useful in formal dispute resolution but also invaluable life tools. 

 

Hong Kong, our vibrant host city, is rightfully recognized as a global hub for 

alternative dispute resolution. Its strategic location, world-class legal 

infrastructure, and the government’s robust support for ADR have cultivated an 

environment where mediation and arbitration flourish. Through initiatives like 

the ICC-HK competition, Hong Kong reaffirms its commitment to shaping the 

future of international dispute resolution and fostering global cooperation and 

understanding. 

 

To all participants and their coaches, I say welcome. Your dedication to travel 

here, to compete with such enthusiasm and integrity, enriches us all. Your hard 

work, collaboration, and passion will shine through in every session. Cherish the 

opportunity to learn from one another and from our distinguished judges and 

mediators. 

 

I want to extend heartfelt thanks to the numerous volunteers whose tireless 

efforts have made this competition possible. Your behind-the-scenes support is 

invaluable. To our sponsors — your generous contributions enable this gathering 

and elevate the quality and scope of the competition. We are truly grateful for 

your partnership. 

 

As you embark on this exciting journey over the coming days, I encourage you to 

embrace every challenge and learning opportunity with an open mind, to uphold 

the highest standards of professionalism and respect, and to build networks that 

will last a lifetime. 
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In closing, may this competition not only sharpen your mediation skills but 

inspire you to become ambassadors for mediation in your respective fields and 

countries. Let us work together to advance the cause of peaceful dispute 

resolution worldwide. 

 

Thank you and best wishes to all the teams. Let the ICC-HK Mediation 

Competition 2025 begin! 

 

 

- End - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


